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The Demonstrative Pronouns
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| s jalslel (demonstrative pronouns) are the words used for pointing at something. They can point at something
perceptual (i.2~) or non- perceptual (i sas).

The thing pointed at can be perceived. In this example(2u$)’Book’ 1s something visible.

Sometimes a non-perceptual thing is being pointed at. Here (s'%)"Thinking’ is not perceptible
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i Kinds of Demonstrative Pronouns:

According to number: Singular, Dual, Plural

According to gender: Masculine, Feminine

i_aw B #‘W7 1s often inserted before » L2¥1A&f for emphasis or to draw attention.

ii_ Sometimes in order to distance between 4.5 & 5 and s 45| .|, a word is inserted between them which is 4| ta, the
person or thing pointed at.

Likewise, ‘w’in the beginning is repeated after the pronoun.

When ‘w’comes before . 13| ..., in Arabic lexigraphy, it is not written with _i though pronounced with L . But if

< follows ‘W’ then it is written with (i
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This ¢ is for addressing. In number and gender it changes according to the person addressed. For masculine it is &
and for feminine is 4. Similarly it changes in number, like r()p,l.&jp.

i Uses of demonstrative pronouns:

» }3)sl (demonstrative pronoun) is the word used for pointing at something.
«J)) t2'1s the person or thing pointed at (can be perceptible or non-perceptible).
The basic rule is that . 13| . is according to 4| to'in number as well as gender.
s J2slef are of two types: i. AU : It is used for pointing at something near.

| ii.aeti: It is used for pointing at something far. |
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Exceptions: Sometimes for some specific reason, such as a rhetorical purpose, s 4| .|, the demonstrative pronoun,

does not correspond to «J t:+, the thing pointed at, distance wise. In the Holy Quran there are examples of s 15| v

— AU being used for a distant thing and 1.4 » 1) .| for pointing at something near. e.g. Surah AlBaqrah: 2: Ui &3

for ‘this book” whereas Surah AlAna’m: 92:us'us for the same .
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Ponder upon these examples. Surah AlBagra: 68: Here 4t s 1) . is used for something near as the thing pointed
at has already been mentioned before. The ayah talks about slaughtering the cow which has already been
mentioned.

Surah AlAna’m:83: Before this ayah Allah SWT has mentioned about many prophets and then mentioned how
Ibraheem(AS) explained to his people through different examples, such as of the sun and the moon. Then the ayah

follows. So by Hujjat is meant the previous argument. That’s why here comes the w0 45) 4!,
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Summary: Two reasons for using 4.4 » J5| .| in place of . 2 o 45| ol are:

1. Express honor 2. The thing pointed at has already been mentioned.
(Caution in Aqeeda: When we mention the thing is far or near, we mean it is for humans. As far as Allah SWT is
concerned, everything is equal for Him.)
Also feminine demonstrative pronoun is used for masculine gender. e.g. Surah Shua’ra:2.
~sIis: When in the Quran . 4 s 1) o) is used for the Quran, then rhetorically it signifies that this Quran is near
you, with you, you can listen to it, can recite it, can save it in your hearts. It is easily reachable. Man can obtain
guidance from it.Surah Allsra:9.
S st Where aadl s 2] ) is used it denotes its elevated position, that it is not the speech of the one created, it is
not the speech of humans as stated by the disbelievers. It is to show honor and reverence. e.g. ..k: surah Al
Sajdah:6 Allah SWT has used X3 for reverence for Himself.
o573 p4&f : When the pointed at has already been mentioned before then .4 . 5| though the thing is near.
So both . s 45} and wedl s 12| can be used for reverence. The style of expression decides which of the two is

suitable where.
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Here though 1isoccurs in two places, one is for . ;s 12| and the other is for ...

| oJ] ol for contempt: Sometimes the demonstrative pronoun is used to show contempt. . i« J5| +| denotes that

the person pointed at is of very low category. 44 s J| .| shows that the person is far away from dignity and honor.
e.g. Surah AlAnbiya:36, Surah AlMa’un:2.

In Arabic s 12| .. is used to express both reverence as well as contempt. We know it from the context.
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