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There are two types of Kum: 
  

مْ خبر( 1) مْ استفهامية (2)                                  یةک  ک   
Kum Istifhaamiyah (introgative)                    Kum Khabariyah (exclamatory 

 

 

Kam Istafhamiahn: كَمْ استفهاميه   is a question word for asking about an inexplicit number or 

quantity.  
The noun used after Kam is always a singular, indefinite, accusative noun. 
The noun which comes after Kam is called Tamyeez of Kam in Arabic grammar ا   and it is 

a noun which removes the ambiguity or vagueness created by the previous noun. 
 

Note: Sometimes Tamyeez ت  ييِ ز of Kam is dropped. 

The accusative noun with tanween is written with an alif added at the end. 
 

ابً  ابٍ      کِت  ابٌ     کِت   کِت 
If the accusative noun has tanween at tayay marbootah no alif is added at the end.  

ار   يَّ ار       ةٌ س  يَّ ا      ةً س  يَّ ةٍ ر  س   

As Kam is used for asking questions therefore it always occurs in the beginning of the 

sentence. 
  

دُ؟ مَّ ك  يَ  مُ  خًا ل  مْ أ  احِدٌ.                                                    ك  خٌ و           لِِ أ 
                                I have only one brother.                                                       How many brothers you have? 
 

ةِ ؟ ذِهِ الغُرف  ةً فِِ ه  فِذ  مْ نَ  نِ                                                    ك  تَ  فِذ  ةِ نَ  ذِهِ الغُرف  ۔فِِ ه   
  There are 2 windows in this room.                                    How many windows in this room? 

  

           
 

وْمٍ ﴾  )البقرة: 259( عْض  ی   وْ ب   وْمًا أ  ثْتُ ی   بِ ال  ل  ۖ   ق  ثْت    بِ مْ ل  ال  ك   ﴿ق 

He said, "How long have you remained?" The man said, "I have remained a day or part of a day. 
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