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Use each of the following nouns in a sentence as a mubtada :

cél.jl.i]l_” c.«L?gi..;j‘ 65\.:.; 40)\113‘ ¢ w‘ 40}9-‘} JA.?-‘ c-l.o.>-‘
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e u L‘.AMJSJ;;t( )
Use each of the following nouns in a sentence as a khabar".

> Y o

cu c&éi cg_,'ﬁ.;.{ cuhw ‘Oj""l-’ 4.1..«.7- cd\.;j.:u cdbj...u

“ g °
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Use the word u.vvui\ as mubtada’ in five sentences as directed:
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Give three sentences in each of which the khabar is a zarf:

e

jgjﬁé}jb l.g.'.oa.\?b Jsjpd.vu&a uUb (1)

Give three sentences in each of which the khabar is a prepositional
phrase:

sl ety Ao |"°‘:;;au,s,ua3;|~°*@uw~|yy;|()
J*’J‘u-’ﬁwu:“}g&xdm

Use each of the following nouns in a sentence as mubtada” with its
khabar being a nominal sentence. Make the noun given in the brackets

the mubtada’ of this nominal sentence:
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Point out all the nominal sentences occurring in the main lesson in each
of which the mubtada’ has been omitted:

@'ledlul.cydfﬁywﬁ LI; “?T:"“;wéfq‘}:""?% ué{x&l(‘\)

Point out all the nominal sentences occurring in the main lesson, and
specify the type of khabar in each of them:.
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. Vocabulary .

:;pt.b}\ éfé‘ sports club

31}15 box, case, tin (pl. ;lé)

j.:—ftla (without tanwin) chalk

Ja...aJL» exactly

é ,w.i one who associates anyone or anything with Allah subhdnahd wa ta‘ala

(. o J""’“)
GJ.J» doubt (pl. dj.i.»)

z
-

4-: Ls;-.-: LS,}‘ (a-i) to intend
J:m place, location (pl. u)kz.o)
}iu ease, facility; easy

4 "’Ua.o agreement

C.=¢ strange, odd, wonderful
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L._>- w g_.o- (a-u) to cut and remove

U.x_.__.,u‘ Qsl_._m_a J.»W & QA\_._w‘ (x) to seek permission
il V""’ V" (a l) to be complete

bu\» u.bb., e (v) to talk, speak
Sls information

L% condition, stipulation (pl. L 5%)

. Points to Remember |

In this lesson, we learn more about the nominal sentence.

As you already know, the nominal sentence consists of the mubtada’and the khabar.
The mubtada’ is the noun about which you want to say somethmg, and the khabar is
what you have to say about the mubtada’, e.g. J.«;:- ,u.ﬂ In this sentence, you want
to speak about the ‘moon’, so ,«-d‘ﬂls the mubtada’ And the information you give about
the moon is that it is ‘beautiful’, so ‘_}.:‘o- is the khabar.

Both the mubtada’ and the khabar are marfi' (al-gamar-u jamil-u-n).
About the mubtada’

A. Types of mubtada’:
The mubtada’ may be:
a) A noun or a pronoun, e.g.:

o 5, all Allah is our Lord.’

:q « R :.u e - . 7
o 84s 3¢ 1,4l ‘Reading is useful.

o ij—v‘b-; La gkl Sitting here is prohibited.”

R BT \ 7
o M > ‘We are students.

b) A masdar muawwal, e.g.:

0

% (..9.33; b—dﬂ) ub%ﬂ ‘And that you fast is better for you.’ (2:184)
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e%c\‘jlzf : ”‘ \”} o J%’ ‘And that you should forgive is nearer to
piety. (2:237)
The mubtada’ is normaIIy definite as in the following examples:
e UE G e
‘I\//Iuhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be on him) is the messenger of
Allah. (:LoJ is definite because it is a proper noun: 515).

o o Ul am a teacher’

(Ul is definite because it is a personal pronoun: ze?).

0 s |4a ‘This is @ mosque.”
(I is definite because it is a demonstrative pronoun: 5L 6’“‘)'

o o ,m A-U‘ ,..G a3 LguU‘ ‘He who worships other than Allah is a mushrik.

L0 7 ;ﬂO

(Lgu\” is definite because it is a relative pronoun: J | 50 50 Y""“
o fU\ u\..f QT}E-” ‘The Quran is the book of Allah.’
(ST}EJ‘ is definite as it has the definite article al-: JL dbcj)
N 4.1>’J | él...a.j ‘The key to Paradise is saldh.’
(é\:.u is definite as its mudaf ilayhi is definite).
The mubtada’ may be indefinite in the following circumstances:

a) If the khabar is a shibhu jumlah (d.Lo- % 4.%) which is one of the following two
things:
o a prepositional phrase like: QLJK ~_,..§.J$ 6L° d,f.ﬁ‘ u’

7
~
-

o a zaﬁ(JjEJ\) like: s 4&)9 ey cb\.b 463_:.3‘,(2)

(1) The expression shibhu jumlah literally means ‘that which resembles a sentence’

(2) Words like &5 under’, 33 'above’, Ls'with’ are not prepositions in Arabic. Prepositions like I op ol e df o
are particles, but words like E>: and (.5 are nouns which are dediinable (i.e. change their endings),
€.0. €55 (p adsp Se alll e s Lia, And @ majrlir noun following one of these words is a mudaf ilayhi, e.g. -\ &3 ‘under the

water.
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b)

In this case, the khabar should precede the mubtada’, e.g.:

~

o ‘_};-j 39,’3‘ > ‘There is a man in the room. (43]:'3‘ & Jo-) is not a

sentence).

Here the indefinite noun Ja- -y is the mubtada’, and the prepositional phrase
& 5231 (& is the khabar.

o C\ g ‘I have a brother.” (literally, ‘there is a brother for me’).

Here the indefinite noun -C'—" is the mubtada’, and the prepositional phrase
J is the khabar.

el J‘J‘ 5 ‘There is a watch under the table.
(gf.zg.ZJ\ Co L hea sentence).
Here ds L is the mubtada’, and the zarf .= is the khabar.
o :}L:.,.» Ude ‘We have a car! (literally, ‘there is car with us’).

Here the indefinite noun &% is the mubtada’, and the zarf Xe is the
khabar.

If the mubtada’is an interrogative pronoun (f' L@MY‘ \) like o ‘who?,
s ‘what?”, V§ ‘how many?’. Interrogative pronouns are mdeﬁnlte. Here are

some examples:
o ?&;Lj‘-; ‘What is wrong with you?’

Here W is the mubtada’ and the prepositional phrase d/—b is the khabar.
o ¥ Jag 4y "Who s sick?”

Here uﬁ is the mubtada’, and Ja-: ,3 is the khabar.

QM‘ uﬁ U\.b Vf ‘How many students are there in the class?’

Here (’5 is the mubtada’ and the prepositional phrase J-«a.d‘ Ls" is the
khabar.
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There are many more situations where the mubtada’ can be indefinite, and you will

learn them later 401 < L& &,

B. The order of the mubtada’ and the khabar :

Normally the mubtada’ precedes the khabar, €.g. J«e):\.ﬁ é.&‘, but this order may also
be reversed, e.g.:

R £

L o ):Xﬁ ‘Are you a teacher?’

o lda C-o& ‘This is strange.’ (for C,.?f.é 1:1.55)
But the mubtada’ should precede the khabar if it is an interrogative pronoun, e.g.:

o ?d:lgu ‘What is wrong with you?’

o cu;-.’fz v ‘Who is sick?’

And the khabar should precede the mubtada’ if:

a) itis an interrogative pronoun, e.g. ¢ elell L.

Here gi-»‘ is the mubtada’ and s is the khabar.
b) it is a shibhu jumlah, and the mubtada’ is indefinite, e.g.:

o J& ) doeliadl & 'There are some men in the mosque.

0 85 2 éb\ ‘There is a tree in front of the house.

C. The omission of the mubtada’ or the khabar:

The mubtada’or the khabar may be omitted, e.g. in reply to the question ¢ <lai Lo
‘What is your name?’, one may say Jsl=, This is the khabar, and the mubtada’ has

been omitted. The full sentence is ol  cocsl.
Similarly, in answer to the question 2 ;25 ‘v ‘Who knows?’, one may say Ul. This is

s -

the mubtada’, and the khabar has been omitted. The full sentence is < ¢! LI T know.

(1) It means that a believer is like a mirror to another, i.e. just as a mirror shows a man the blemishes he may have on

his face, a believer points out to his fellow believer his defects that he may not perceive himself. This is a hadith reported
by Abli Daw(d, Kitab al-Adab: 57.
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About the khabar
A. Types of khabar:

There are three types of khabar : mufrad, jumlah and shibhu jumlah.
a) The mufrad is a word (not a sentence), e.g. J.@_u QLQ\ ‘The book is easy.’
Here the khabar is J.@,l which is a word, not a sentence.
2 At i, = G ' : <
Here is another example of mufrad: gadl 815 S ‘sad| 'The believer is the
mirror of the believer® :
R o 2 | -
Here the khabar is 313+ only; the word e saJ! is mudaf ilayhi for it, and so is

not part of the khabar.
b) The jumlah is a sentence. It may be a nominal or a verbal sentence, e.qg.:
o Nominal sentence:

=35 051 S 'Bilal's father is a minister;

Literally, 'Bilal, his father is a minister.

Here J is the mubtada’and the nominal sentence 9 5 )f | is the
khabar, and this sentence, in turn, is made up of the mubtada’ ( 5!) and

the khabar ( 5233).

Here is another example of a nominal sentence:

Chadl Lo j::v\i.‘\ ‘What is the name of the headmaster?’
Literally, ‘The headmaster, what is his name?’

Here j:-all is the mubtada’and the nominal sentence 4! s is the

khabar wherein ;3\ is the mubtada’, and s is the khabar.

o Verbal sentence:
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| gl ;BU:J‘ ‘The students entered.’

Here <M\l is the mubtada’and the verbal
sentence | =5 ‘they entered’ is the khabar.

Here is another example of a verbal sentence:
2

v§41> a1 9 *And Allah created you.”
Here U1 is the mubtada’and the verbal sentence Vﬁl" ‘He created you’
is the khabar.

c) The shibhu jumlah, as we have already seen, is either a prepositional phrase

or a zarf:
4.0 L ‘Praise belongs to Allah.’

Here ..\.q.>=51 is the mubtada’and the prepositional phrase 415 (¢U‘+J) is the
khabar

- 2z
w o

1 ‘Paradise lies under the feet of mothers.

Here 4..>J\ is the mublada’and the 2o 55 & the khabar

The shibhu jumlah is, in fact, a jumiah. A sentence like: < ESJ! s ;J.EM
‘The pen is under the book.’ is believed by grammarians to be originally
uLQ‘ e v 6113\ ‘The pen has come to remain under the book.’ So

the khabar here is a verbal sentence, and the word g_»u |s a zarf of the verb

<
ﬁ»:O‘

Fel,

The sentence that follows a relative pronoun (:J o ,J\ «1) and is known as J ,.2}25\ w contains a pronoun which
refers to the relative pronoun, e.g. in sy :li;’f .emdt NESSOMRIES 4Y1'The boys who entered the mosque are the
imam's sons.” Here the sentence ;\;;..;.d\’\,i;s is the Js»3 s, and the wéw in 14i#3 refers to the relative pronoun
i, And in LaG| AaMJ! & é.}f\ :}:,‘-jﬂ ‘The man who is in the mosque is our imam.’ the J,.;,J\ w is »WJ\ &, and
it contains no pronoun which can refer to the relative ponoun. That is why “&.21 has to supplied, and the damir
mustatir it contains refers to éij‘.
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And the sentence M‘ ;59 C-LAI‘ is to be reconstructed as

‘CLAH

&

4»&.2.51 69 ‘The lmam has come to remain in the mosque.’ Here AMJ‘ u’

is related to the verb J.a.w‘

This is only a grammatical supposition which helps grammarians to explain

certain phenomena.®

B. Agreement between the mubtada’ and the khabar :

The khabar agrees with the mubtada’ in number and gender, e.g.:
a) in number: il JI 5lald ol 3150 o§sadl Sl (sl oyl

Here we see that if the mubtada’is singular, the khabar is also singular; and if

it is dual or plural, the khabar is also dual or plural.

2R

a) in gender: dl..,w).lﬁ LJ;L..,, R L;.iﬁ;\j 44.....19 wﬂ‘) cw.x.gj Aol

Here we see that if the mubtada’is masculine, the khabar is also masculine;

and if it is feminine, the khabar is also feminine.

C. The order of the mubtada’ and the khabar :

2& oz g _ z - 2 - i A
v 0 - 2 2. 2R 2 " - . P o - S °
RUI/V.:.MJ\W F}A/(u\m ojg;/cuju | 4524
The reason for mubtada’ being | Does mubtada’go before | Is mubtada’ definite btada’
before or after the khabar or after the khabar? or indefinite? e
R 7
This is the normal order. before the khabar Definite 3 as :.U‘
S : after the khabar (may also o 2 4 2 -
This is optional. go before) Definite i a c
The mubtada’is indefinite and the oginie e
khabar is shibhu jumlah. after the khabar .0) \-;-M' e
The mubtada’is indefinite and the Indefinis o v e
khabar is shibhu jumlah. after the khabar . d»-‘ 4-“‘
The mubtada’is an interrogative . e
pronoun. before the khabar oennite vhg-g’ e L
The khabar is an interrogative . Ak
pronoun. after the khabar e Lol ot

This is the normal order.

before the khabar

definite bgqcause it

means ng \:«4
=

72



MADINAH

ARABIC

READER

Professor Abdur Rahim, Director of the Translation
Centre of the King Fahd Quran Printing Complex and
former Professor of Arabic at the Islamic University of
Madinah, Saudi Arabia, has authored texts designed to
impart a knowledge of classical Arabic through applied
grammar. Each lesson, based on a conversation, illustrates
distinctive language patterns.These patterns are elucidated
by a variety of helpful exercises. The vocabulary ranges
from classical and Quranic Arabic to modern Arabic.

This series of books is currently being utilized at various
schools to prepare students for the University of London
(UK) GCE O-Level and A-Level examinations.

www.goodwordbooks.com

ISBN 978-93-5179-054-9
II |Im IH"I et Goodword

o T
9789351 790549 o ~
(u.uSﬁSG@gmail.con—;)




