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Lesson 11
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Ism Istifhaam: Mubtada and Khabar
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Ism Istifhaam (the nouns used for asking questions) can both be Mubtada (subject) as well as Khabar (predicate). When an Ismiyah Jumlah(nominal sentence) has two such
nouns as both can be Mubtada and Khabar then what position Ism Istifhaam would take, Mubtada or Khabar, depends upon the question of the questioner.
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There are five men in front of the questioner asking a boy. He knows one of them is the boy’s father but not exactly which of the five. He wants to ascertain it. In that case the
actual question would be:
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Abuka Mun( Which one of these is your father)? Then ‘Abu’ is Mubtada and ‘Mun’ is Khabar.
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If the questioner does not mean only specification rather he doesn’t know at all who the father is, in that case the question would be:

O%“L%;’M/M(W’”’f’f{ (853 )6 TUL s /’(W'(u "o U Uil
ot L L1l e 5L Lo g e 6T L

Mun Abuka (Who is your father)?

Remember in both questions Ism Istifhaam ‘Mun’ will occur in the beginning (Mun Abuka?) because it does occur in the beginning of the speech. But in the
questioner’s mind it will be Mubtada or Khabar according to his question.
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The thing which we know is rendered Mubtada and the other Khabar. It depends on the context in which the question is asked.
But in general, any Ism from ‘Mun Abuka?’ can be made Mubtada or Khabar.
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Try to understand from another example. Here are two sentences. . w& })%LJVJ}“'{’
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Muhammadun Nabiyuna. (Muhammad is our prophet.) (‘Ld‘Jlﬂj) L\-;yd vt =
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Nabiyuna Muhammadun. (Our prophet is Muhammad.) (‘Lju:'Jlﬂ) % J = Ll.::;.a
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Both the sentences have the same meanings. Now which Ism is Mubtada and which Ism is Khabar? Those who know Muhammad but don’t know he is a
prophet, will say, Muhammadun Nabiyuna. (Muhammad is our prophet.) Here Muhammad will be Mubtada and Nabiyu will be Khabar.
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Those who know that there is their prophet but don’t know who he is, they will say, Nabiyuna Muhammadun. (Our prophet is Muhammad.) Here Nabiyu will
be Mubtada and Muhammad will be Khabar.

SEG AF

Ism Istifhaam in the sense of Zarf
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When Ism Istifhaam occurs in the sense of Zarf, it cannot be a Mubtada.
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Kaifa Haluka? (How are you? What condition are you in?)
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Ism Istifhaam Kaifa generally occurs meaning wise as a Zarf. In that case it cannot be a Mubtada. It can only be a Khabar. And being a question word, it will
occur in the beginning.
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The question is “What condition are you in nowadays?” Though all these words are not used but the questioner means them.
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