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Ma Istifhamiya (Interrogative)
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Ma Istifhamiya has the meaning ‘What’. But sometimes various Harf Jer (prepositions) occur before “Ma” and they cause two types of changes in it. Word wise

and meaning wise.
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Word wise change: When Harf Jer enters upon Ma, its Alif is dropped. But the Fatha on Meem remains which is the sign that Alif has been dropped.

With what?

What for? Why?

About whom?

From what?
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The “Noon” of Un and Min is replaced by “Meem” and then merged into the “Meem” of Ma.
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Meaning wise change: The above mentioned examples denote that the meaning of Ma Istifhamiya changes according to the Harf Jar that occurs before it.
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Note: Remember that Ma is Ism Istifham. When Harf Jer enters upon it, it becomes Majroor (genitive). But as Ma is Mabni (fixed), its Earaab is said to be
Mahalli.
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Hamzatul Istifhaam
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A statement changes into aquestion when Hamzatul Istifhaam is placed in the beginning of it. If an Ism with Al (alif laam) comes next to Hamzatul Istifhaam,
then Alif of both Hamzatul Istifhaam and Alif of alif laam are merged together and a Med is written on it.
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The Med will be stretched in reading. The meaning of Hamzatul Istifhaam will be retained, i.e. the sentence will be a question.
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